
 

 

      6th September 2024 

 

On Sunday 8th September at 10.30am, the Service will be led by Dr Mike Wood 
On Sunday 15th September, at 10.30am the Service will be led by  

These services will be live streamed, the link to which can be found via the Wesley Website at: 
www.wesleychurch.org.uk 

Wesley Methodist Church Weeke King’s Somborne Methodist Church 

Revd Peter Rayson has urged us all to reflect on the following article, written by the Presi-
dent of Conference, for the start of this new Connexional Year. 
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In August 1963 as part of his great, “I have a dream” speech at the Lincoln Memorial the Rev’d Dr Martin 
Luther King spoke of the “fierce urgency” of the present moment the world faced. He said, 

“We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are confronted with the fierce urgency of 
now. In this unfolding conundrum of life and history, there "is" such a thing as being too late. This is no 
time for apathy or complacency. This is a time for vigorous and positive action.” 

The violent racist disorder orchestrated by the far Right in UK towns and cities based on lies and misinfor-
mation this summer suggest we face a key moment in our own national life. It suggests that years of hate 
speech, persistent misinformation and lying, the promotion of hostility and the denigration of the hu-
manity of others can create a climate in which some feel they can act with impunity. 

In the “Steeler Lecture,” one of five lectures that King delivered in November 1967 at the Dexter Avenue 

Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama King said, 

“In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies but the silence of our 

friends.”  

It has been encouraging to see communities resisting racism, reaching out to their neighbours of all faiths 

(and none), offering food, clearing up debris, escorting anxious people to their work. The group of faith 

leaders in Normanton, Derby who sat and drank tea together on the street and spoke with each other for 

the first time in the face of a far-right protest which never materialised having “found” each other after a 

threat of violence were keen to keep meeting and to build relationships.  

The parable of the Good Samaritan (as we call that story Jesus told) contrasts the inaction of the religious 

leaders who walk past an injured man with the actions of a Samaritan who stops and helps the injured 

man, carrying him to help, paying for his recovery. We often assume that the Good Samaritan is the Christ 

figure and we are being invited to behave as he does. A more radical reading of that portion of scripture 

is to grasp that the wounded man, our neighbour, is Christ and we are being invited to see our neigh-

bours, all of them, those who look like us and those who don’t, as those made in the image and likeness 

of God.  

Inter-faith engagement was once an urgent priority for the Church. It received generous funding and it 

received skilled resourcing. It remains a key priority for ministerial formation but I wonder how many of 

our preachers have engaged at depth with the history of, and the need for care in avoiding antisemitism, 

for example, in engaging with key scriptural texts.  

The urgency of now and the need to speak of and be loved  
            

Revd Helen Cameron, President of the Methodist Conference 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/the-urgency-of-now-and-the-need-to-speak-of-and-be-loved/


 

 

We must not wait for far-right threats of violence to discover our neighbours of all faiths, and none. We 
meet Christ as we meet the needs of the world. People all around us in our communities don’t just need us 
when the far-right threaten. They need us now, they need our interest, our support and encouragement, 
and they need our love. 

The beautiful film and excellent resources produced by the Connexional team “See the Love” in the after-

math of the violence are superb. I was sitting in the pews on a holiday Sunday when the film was played 

within worship leading to moving prayers of intercession. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This video can be accessed through:  www.methodist.org.uk/about/news/the-urgency-of-now-and-the-

need-to-speak-of-and-be-loved/ 

Silence, the failure to speak the truth and inaction in the face of racism and aggression towards people of 

colour and people of other faiths is a great temptation for many white people. We can tend to protect our 

privilege, walk by, stay silent, be glad we don’t experience this ourselves. What do we do to counter clearly 

untrue rhetoric about migration, asylum seekers, Islam, Judaism and more? 

I am led to ask what might we do in this next connexional year as Methodists to actively pursue paths of 
peace and reconciliation as people of faith? 

1. Speak to your neighbours, those who live next to you and those who live in your community. Meet and 
talk, eat and plan together with your neighbours. 

2. Educate yourself about another faith, about migration, about asylum and being a refugee from a variety 
of sources not just one. Be willing to change your mind. JPIT offers excellent resources. 

3. Be brave and speak out when you hear prejudice and discrimination spoken even by those closest to 

you. Remember the Liverpool grandmother pictured with her “Nans not Nazis T shirt. See, and be the love. 

(Posted on the Methodist Church website, 1st September 2024) 

  

 



 

 

Dates for Your Diary: 
8th September: Service led by Dr Mike Wood at Wesley 10.30am 

8th September: Service led by Mr Peter Castle at King’s Somborne 10.30am 

12th September: Mini-Marvels (9.00—11.00am) 

12th September: Together Thursday 2.30—4.30pm 

15th September: Service led by Fiona and Kevin at Wesley 10.30am 

15th September: Messy Church at King’s Somborne (3.00—5.00pm) 

19th September: Mini-Marvels (9.00—11.00am) 

20th September: Youth@Wesley Meeting at Wesley at 5.00pm 

20th September: Feel Good Friday (7.00-9.00pm) 

21st September: District Synod at The United Church—All Day 

22nd September: Service led by Revd Kate Cambridge at Wesley 10.30am 

22nd September: Service of Holy Communion led by Revd Peter Rayson at King’s Somborne 10.30am 

26th September: Mini-Marvels (9.00—11.00am) 

26th September: Together Thursday 2.30—4.30pm 

28th September: Saturday Connect 10.00am—12 noon, followed by a Harvest Lunch, more details later! 

29th September: Harvest ReFresh at Wesley 10.30am 

29th September: Harvest Festival led by Revd Andrew de Ville at King’s Somborne 10.30am 

Please note the next edition of the Wesley Somborne Link will be on  Friday 20th September 2024, we 
need any items or notices to be sent to Paul and Brenda, by Wednesday 18th September 2024.   
Email: brenda.yarrien@btinternet.com or by phone on 01794389153.   

The next Café Wesley will be on Saturday 21st September 10.00am until 12 noon and will be supporting 

the work of Water Harvest. 

Summary Rota September 2024 
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1st SEPTEM-
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8th SEPTEMBER 
  

15th SEPTEM-
BER 

  

22nd SEPTEM-
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29th SEPTEM-
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PREACHER REV PETER 

RAYSON 
  

DR MIKE 
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Sam writes: 

 

News from the Barnes family, I am now officially a Grandad;     Courtney gave birth to 
Elijah James McGovern on Friday 30th August at 17:47 weighed 7ld 14oz.   Mum 
(Courtney),  Dad (Liam) and Baby (Elijah) all doing well.   

May the Lord bless you Elijah and your family, and make his face shine upon you and 
be gracious to you, always. 

Margaret writes: 
 
 
 
If anyone is interested in doing a box or giving me a donation towards a box on 
behalf of myself and Rotary, I say thank you! If £2 for postage is attached to the 
box and if I could have them back before 18th October I would very grateful. 
For more information, either see me at church or contact me on: 
01962 841521 

Brian writes: 

The Letters of John 

From this month our two “small groups” at Wesley will start exploring the Letters of John. We 
will be using Waverley Abbey Trust Bible Study material to prompt, challenge, and inspire our 
times of sharing together. If you do not yet come to one of these groups then please do think 
about whether you might wish to join one: you will be most welcome. As both groups will be 
using the same material this offers some flexibility in engaging with the series. 

The first meetings of the Autumn will be for the: 

   Tuesday evening group on 10th September at 7.30pm  

       (further details from Richard and Margaret)  

   Thursday afternoon group on 19th  September at 2.30pm 

      (further details from Brian and Libby)  

We do hope you will give thought to these opportunities. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Southampton District Synod - Helpers Required. 
 
The Winchester Eastleigh and Romsey Circuit are hosting the Southampton District Synod on 
Saturday 21st September at The United Church Winchester.  
We would be very grateful please for the offer of help from volunteers from our Circuit 
churches in advance of and during the Lunchbreak (11.00-14.00pm) to set out and serve re-
freshments. We are also appealing for some cakes please (10-15 for up to 150 people) which 
can accompany the packed lunches that people will bring.  
 
If you can help with either please, or if you have any questions, please contact Pat Fry or Tim 
Clifford (please see below).  
 
Many thanks for your help, 
Pat and Tim. 
 
Pat Fry: E: pefry16@hotmail.com T: 01962 880748 
Tim Clifford: E: timclifforduk@gmail.com T: 07885733938 

The start of the New Connexional Year sees a variety of meetings, where reflections and fu-

ture plans are discussed.  Below is a prayer entitled Meeting Together and Nick Fawcett urg-

es us to bring our deliberations to God (Prayers for all seasons, 1998): 

Living God, we come, as your people across the years have come, seeking your guidance, hun-

gry to know your will and understand your purpose.  You have called us to be your people; 

help us to hear your voice. 

We come bringing the life of our fellowship before you—our practical and spiritual needs, our 

hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, successes and failures.  You have called us to be your peo-

ple; help us to hear your voice. 

Give us faith and wisdom to discern your will, vision and courage to respond to it.  Give us pa-

tience and understanding in our discussions together, openness to other opinions, and a spirit 

of love where we disagree.  You have called us to be your people; help us to hear your voice. 

Living God, we do not think only of ourselves but also those not with us at this time—those 

prevented from meeting by ill-health, age, infirmity, or other commitments; those who have 

lost their faith or their sense of belonging to fellowship; those still uncertain of their commit-

ment; those who have not yet reached the point of expressing their faith.  Teach us to respond 

sensitively to each one, making real our love in Christ, and showing a genuine concern for all.  

You have called us to be your people; help us to hear your voice. 

Living God, we thank you for the privilege of meeting together.  Open our hearts to you, to 

one another, and all around us, so that we may truly meet in heart and mind and soul.  You 

have called us to be your people; help us to hear your voice, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

mailto:pefry16@hotmail.com
mailto:timclifforduk@gmail.com


 

 


