
 

 

      19th December 2025 

On Sunday 21st December at 10.30am, the Nativity Service will be led by Revd Peter Rayson 
This service will not be live streamed. 

On Thursday 25th December at 9.30am the Christmas Day Service will be led by Revd Peter Rayson 
This service will be live streamed, the link to which can be found via the Wesley Website at: 

www.wesleychurch.org.uk 

Wesley Methodist Church Weeke King’s Somborne Methodist Church 

At the Community Carols I spoke of the delight to the local people of the Christmas lights being turned on in 

Bethlehem for the first time in three years. Most prominently, at the centre of Manger Square, stands an 

enormous Christmas Tree – if you are on-line, it is well worth looking up. Impressive as it is, I had to ask my-

self, is it not a little incongruous, the symbol of a northern European evergreen tree in the middle of Pales-

tine? (Although it is now a 12m artificial tree.) 

You can now find Christmas Trees right across the world but, as you may already know, the modern Christ-

mas Tree can be traced back to Germany. The tradition is very old and possibly dates back as far as  

pre-Christian times when trees themselves were worshipped. This tradition travelled to America with Ger-

man immigrants as early as the 17th century and, by the 18th century, it had been firmly adopted by the Lu-

theran Church in Germany as a symbol of Christmas. By the early 19th century, it had spread to England alt-

hough it was not until later in that century that it became widespread under the influence of Prince Albert. 

At some point, certainly by the 1930s, the Christmas Tree found its way into the celebrations in Bethlehem 

where Christmas had begun over 1900 years before. I wonder how the locals felt about it at the time. It is 

interesting to think that what began there as a British colonial imposition has now become so central to their 

celebrations.  

The significance perhaps lies in what the tree both is and is not. Bethlehem will see Christmas celebrated on 

three different dates by different groups of Christian Churches but they all share the one tree. No individual 

group, Christian or otherwise, owns the symbolic nature of the Christmas Tree in Manger Square. It stands as 

a symbol of hope and unity for all the people in Bethlehem, both residents and visitors but this symbol does 

not end in Bethlehem. By its history, every Christmas Tree is symbolically linked through that ancient tradi-

tion. Through this link every Christmas Tree is a sign of hope and unity for the whole world. Every Christmas 

tree serves to remind us that God so loved the world that he sent his only Son that through him, everyone 

throughout the world could become one in him and one with each other love and in hope. 

Blessings 

Peter 



 

 

Dates for Your Diary: 
19th December: Friday Fun Club (5.00-6.30pm) 
19th December: Feel Good Friday (7.00-9.00pm) 
21st December: Nativity Service led by Revd Peter Rayson at Wesley 10.30am  
21st December: Carols led by Mrs Elizabeth Britton at King’s Somborne 10.30am                                                  
21st December: Messy Church at King’s Somborne (3.00-5.00pm) 
25th December: Service led by Revd Peter Rayson at Wesley 9.30am 
28th December: No Service at Wesley 
28th December: Service at United Church Winchester led by Revd Dr Howard Mellor 10.30am 
28th December: Service at King’s Somborne led by the LA Team 10.30am 
4th January 2026: Covenant Service led by Revd Peter Rayson at Wesley 10.30am 
4th January 2026: Service led by Mr Mike Bowstead at King’s Somborne 10.30am 
8th January 2026: Together Thursday 2.30—4.30pm                                                                                                       
11th January 2026: Service led by Mr Tom Belshaw and Mr Andrew La Follette at Wesley 10.30am             
11th January 2026: Service led by Mr Stewart MacLachlan at King’s Somborne 10.30am 
15th January 2026: Mini-Marvels (9.00—11.00am)      
16th January 2026: Friday Fun Club (5.00-6.30pm) 
16th January 2026: Feel Good Friday (7.00-9.00pm) 
!8th January 2026: Pulpit Exchange at Wesley at 10.30am 
18th January 2026: Messy Church at King’s Somborne (3.00-5.00pm) 

  

 

 The next edition of the WSL will be on Friday 9th January 2026, we will need any items for inclusion to be 
sent to Paul and Brenda, by Wednesday 7th January, 2026. 
Email: brenda.yarrien@btinternet.com or by phone on 01794389153.   
 
Paul and I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and blessings for a 
peaceful New Year. 

 

Wesley getting in the Christmas Spirit……. 

A very sociable evening 

occurred at the Golden 

Lion on Tuesday, when 

many of the Wesley 

Family were able to   

enjoy a lovely festive 

meal and share in a   

special fellowship to-

gether.  Huge thanks to 

Jan and Heather who 

made this all possible! 



 

 

A very blessed Christmas and New Year to all our friends at                 

 King’s Somborne Methodist Church 



 

 

 Christmas 2025 

This year again you can pin 

ONE Christmas Card for 

 all your friends at Wesley.  

Then offer a donation to 

BEACON 

Night Shelter 

Remember to collect you 

stamps in aid of Naomi House 

Eco Tips for Christmas   

 

 



 

 

The Epworth Christmas Lunch 

On Tuesday 9th December, the Epworth Lunch group enjoyed a three course Christmas meal! It was a lovely 
atmosphere and everybody enjoyed themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The diners were challenged with two Christmas quizzes, followed by a 
short Christmas story and a time of Carol singing. Everybody left with a 
goodie bag each and a smile on their faces!! Thanks to an amazing team 
of helpers, the lunch was a great success!  

The Laughs and Crafts Group                                                                   

This Autumn, Marion and I decided to reintroduce our Laughs and Crafts Group which we had 
first started about 10 years ago. When we started it, the group was held in the Epworth Hall 
in an evening, once a month. The idea was for people to bring along their own craft work and 
enjoy an evening of chatting while crafting! Although it proved successful for a while, it    
gradually became less supported, probably due to being an evening activity. We are now    
trying again, using the same idea, the same venue but held in an afternoon, the second 
Wednesday of the month. So far, it is well supported, with people bringing along their 
knitting, sewing, crocheting and even making scarves on small hand held looms. Also        
available is a jigsaw puzzle for anyone who doesn’t do craft work but would like an afternoon 
of companionship, chat and laughter.                                                                  Marion and Marilyn  



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


