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Dear Friends                             3rd March 2022 

LATEST NEWS 

We were delighted to hear that from early January, the majority of schools in Uganda re -opened after 
nearly two years of closure due to COVID.  The long closure must have been devastating for the children 

and we hope and pray that there will be no further spread of COVID which would require the schools to 

close again.  In South Sudan, the schools were not closed for such a long period and we hope there was 
less disruption to children’s education.  

 

This year, The Brickworks has continued to fund teachers who are trying to upgrade their basic training.  

We are providing scholarships for 20 teachers from church schools in 3 Dioceses to study for the Teaching 
Diploma.  We are very grateful to the UK charity African Revival for providing the majority of the funds 

for these scholarships. 

 

We have often mentioned a young man called Charles Agele, who until last month, was the manager of 
the Martha Clinic.  After 10 years of administration and management, Charles felt a strong call to train as 

a nurse and in February he started a 3 year course at the nurse training school in Yei to study for the 

Diploma in Nursing.  Charles’ gentle attitude, honesty, humour and hard work will be a great loss to the 
Clinic but we wish him well in his studies and pray for a smooth transition to a new manager, who will be 

appointed soon by the Diocesan Health Committee. 

 

The Martha Eye Clinic is functioning well and will shortly take delivery of a large box 
of reading glasses which were funded by the Barnabas Fund, were sourced in Bristol 

and sent with DHL to Uganda.  This week they should travel by road to Yei, which 

will be the final part of a very long journey from Poundland, Bristol!  The  eye clinic 
has just received a replacement opticians slit lamp (right) sent by a friend from 

Belfast.  This replaces the one that was no longer functioning.  With a growing list 

of patients needing cataract surgery, we are delighted that we have been able to 

organise another cataract camp for the last week of March, utilising an expert team 
of surgeons and nurses from Juba.  We are extremely grateful to some donors in 

Winchester who have fully funded this camp and the next.   

 
We are still funding training in the refugee settlements and in January a course for 

pastors and parish treasurers ran successfully (see second photo on page 2).  Each 

church was given books for record keeping and a special metallic safe with three padlocks, one for the 

Treasurer, Pastor in charge and chairperson for Planning and Development. Churches in the camp have 
little access to Banking services. The training was given by a South Sudanese Christian accountant who is 

herself a refugee.  Feedback from the course was excellent.  “This is one of the most important trainings 

we have ever done. With support from The Brickworks, we have trained Churches in the Ofua Zone of 
Rhino camp Refugee settlement in financial management skills and internal control of Church funds. Glory 

be to God.” 

 



The discipleship training of 100 
youth leaders in the refugee 

settlements will resume in May 

and we have also funded for the 

first time an inter-denominational 
church leader training for 57 

pastors living in Zone 3 of the 

BidiBidi refugee camp in Uganda. 
These pastors (right) have not 

trained together before and they 

are learning the benefits of 

working together with other 
churches and denominations.  The pastors identified some of the challenges they faced, such as a need 

for reading glasses, a need for Bibles in the Bari language and in English and the death of many of their 

elderly members. 
 

It has now been more than two years since Poppy and I were able to visit our friends in Uganda and South 

Sudan.  It does seem that Uganda is gradually reducing its COVID restrictions and so we are tentatively 

planning a two week visit at the end of September.  No tickets are booked yet but the dates are pencilled 
in our diary. 

 

We are very grateful to everyone who prays for The Brickworks and for our partners in South Sudan and 

Uganda.  Please do pray for: 
 

• Lasting peace so that refugees can return to their homes. 

• For the appointment of a new manager for the Martha Clinic and Charles Agele now undertaking 

nurse training. 

• The children who have lost so much of their schooling due to COVID.  

• The discipleship and pastor training taking place in the refugee settlements. 

• The cataract camp due to take place from 21st to 28th March. 

• The plans for a visit to Uganda and South Sudan towards the end of September.  

• For the 20 teachers sponsored by The Brickworks, studying for the Diploma of Education.  
 

Thank you again for your support,     

John and Poppy Spens and the Trustees. 

 


