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Dear Friends                             18 December 2021 

LATEST NEWS 

As we soon celebrate Christmas, we thought we should share a couple of stories that we heard recently 
that remind us just how tough things are for those living in refugee settlements or for those considering 
their return to South Sudan.  This month The Brickworks funded some training for 46 church leaders from 
several denominations living in one of the largest refugee settlements in Uganda. One leader said: “Before 
this training I lived my life in a difficult moment. I lived a traumatised life since 2016 due to the fact that 
I lost three of my family due to the war. These family members were my source of joy and support, but 
within the shortest time they were no more. This left me hopeless, stressed, depressed, and in big anxiety. 
I often felt lonely and isolated.  The leadership training has come timely 
to me. I now know I can start new life again. I have learnt to forgive and 
forget about the people I lost to the war, I have started to live a positive 
life”.    This sort of comment was common and the benefit of gathering 
people together for a week of teaching, counselling, worship and prayer 
cannot be over-estimated.   
 
A trickle of refugees who are tired of living in the refugee 
settlements are returning to their homes but many may find them 
virtually destroyed.  One said ‘After returning, I decided to clear 
around my old homestead. This is where we are. No clean water, 
no food, no mattress, no bed sheets, no nothing. No one is taking 
care of us who have returned from exile. We lost all our items due 
to the war.’  A College Principal whom we know from our time in Yei 
sent us a photo of what his house now looks like, compared with 
when he built it in 2016.   
 
We have included these personal stories to remind ourselves how tough things are for our brothers and 
sisters, whether living in refugee settlements or in South Sudan.  They are so appreciative of our support, 
knowing that they are not forgotten.  Do please continue to pray for them.     
                          
In November we began working in a third country to 
support South Sudanese refugees who had fled from 
the southwest of their country across the border into DR 
Congo.  There they have established small under-tree 
primary schools, but these have no latrines, no 
classrooms, no desks and few teaching materials.  A 
grant from St Michael’s church will enable some 
temporary classrooms to be built, 10 latrines, school 
desks, and teaching materials plus some financial 
appreciation to the volunteer teachers.  Construction of 
the new classrooms has begun and we hope that the 
improved facilities will be ready for the start of the next 
term at the end of January. 



Throughout 2021, The Brickworks has continued to support the Martha Clinic, which was recently 
inspected by a team from the United Nations, Ministry of Health and some local NGOs and given much 
praise. With help from another NGO, the ante-natal facilities have been renovated and the empty 
children’s ward has been pressed into service as a maternity ward.  The midwives are safely delivering 
babies in the ward at a rate of almost one a day. The women identified as being at greater risk are referred 
to the local hospital for delivery. Our support to the Martha Clinic comprises the payment of salaries, so 
that they can retain their qualified staff, and the supply of medicines which we source mainly from a not-
for-profit supplier in Uganda.  This autumn we were able to arrange for the medicines to be collected and 
driven to the border with South Sudan, where they are met by the clinic vehicle and driven back to Yei.  
We have another border crossing planned to happen soon and we are praying that the customs officials 
will be helpful and that the road to Yei will remain safe.  Insecurity is often at its worst in the month before 
Christmas, so do please pray. 
 
Uganda has had a strict lock-down policy for its schools throughout this year and this means that the 
children who cannot afford private tutors have now had no education for last 20 months.   This has had 
some serious consequences for the children, and many have drifted into unhelpful habits and behaviours.  
Some have managed to continue with the agriculture programmes that the under-tree schools operate, 
and we believe that limited teaching of some of the older children has been possible.  The President will 
allow schools in Uganda to re-open in January, provided the teachers have been vaccinated. 
 
With so little for the young people to do in the refugee settlements, the Youth Camps provided by The 
Brickworks are even more important.  In November, the final session of this year’s Bible camp ended, and 
99 young people graduated successfully and were presented with a Good News Bible.  We have heard 
wonderful testimonies about the impact of this discipleship training, and we pray that the impact will be 
transformative and long-lasting. 
 
We continue to be so grateful for donations from trusts, churches, and friends. This year, The Brickworks 
has had sufficient funds to meet all of its commitments to its partners and time and time again we have 
been thrilled by how God has provided for our needs, often with unexpected gifts arriving in the post. 
Although a two-year supply of funds for the Eye Clinic ended in March 2021, we have received new grants 
to see the clinic through to March 2023.  In May this year, we organised a cataract camp that was paid 
for by a donor and we were excited to receive a large gift in November which will be enough to pay for 
the next two cataract camps in 2022 and 2023. There is a steady 
flow of people who need eye tests or who have problems with 
their eyes, and we have managed to keep them supplied with 
eye ointments and medicines from a supplier in Juba.  In the last 
month, the eye clinic received the gift of a slit lamp like the one 
in the photo and this has just begun its difficult journey from 
Belfast to Juba and then by road to Yei.  We pray it will arrive in 
one piece.  Some friends recently sent the money to replace the 
clinic’s ophthalmoscope, which should be delivered by road to 
Yei next week.  We are so grateful for this amazing support and 
for the prayerful interest shown in the work of The Brickworks.  
 
We pray for friends at home and partners abroad for a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New 

Year.  Jesus urged his disciples always to pray and not give up.  (Luke 18.1).  So let us continue to 

uphold our sisters and brothers in prayer as they struggle with so many challenges.   
 
John and Poppy Spens and the Trustees  


